Comments
The overall infection rate for dog bites in all included studies was 4.5% whether or not antibiotics were prescribed. According to the cost model of Quinn prophylactic antibiotics are cost effective if the risk of wound infection is greater than 5% and if antibiotics decrease that risk by greater than 3%. And it is never cost effective to treat wounds with an infection rate of less than 3%. Antibiotics may be (cost-) effective for high-risk dog bites with a high risk of wound infection.
Clinical bottom line
There is no evidence for the effectiveness of prophylactic antibiotics for uncomplicated dog bites.
